
COflVERSATiOH w i t h  D r .  HARRY SOKOFF a t  the Boston Ilarvarcl Club 
June 15; 1974. 

I c l a r i f i e d  my reasons I n  cons ider ing  a move t o  Stony B r w k  
as fo l l ows :  a wish t o  r e t u r n  t o  some teaching, SOme care o f  
p a t i e n t s ,  some i n v e s t i g a t i v e  work i n  l a b o r a t o r i e s  and on the 
wards, aod f i n a l l y  a wish t o  do something more c o n s t r u c t i v ?  
than p r o v i s i o n  o f  an ob l i que  inp i i t  i n t o  a na t i ona l  progrzm ~ i t h  
paper work o f  d o g b t f u l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

The mat te r  C j f  income was discussed, and D r .  So ro f f  ind ica ted  
t h a t  a s a l a r y  o f  approx imate ly  $50,000 can be o f f e r e d .  The 
i m p l i c a t i o n s  of t h i s  i i r c  no t  y e t  c l e a r ,  t h a t  i s ,  whether t h i s  
cou ld  be sinipiy added t o  the 20; years a t  Downstate w i t h  the 
u l t i m a t e  re t i remen t  income enhatced by the longer years o f  
s e r v i c e  and the  h igher  l e v e l  o f  s t a t e - s a l a r i e d  income. This  
l a t t e r  p o i n t  r a i s e s  quest ions t h a t  M r .  M i l t o n  M i l l e r  a t  
Downstate cou ld  n o t  answer f o r  me i n  a conversat ion w i t h  him 
on June 17; h i s  p o i n t  was t h a t  C . D .  has been away froF, Down- 
s t a t e  more than one year .  There i s  apparent ly  no precedent 
f o r  t h i s  t ype  o f  appointment o f  someor\e who has r e t i r e d  and 
achieved an emeri tus status.; A l e t t e r  w i l l  be sent t o  M r .  
Lev i  t t .  

I t  was understood t h a t  the  bu lk  o f  the  c l  i n i c a l  con tac ts  w i l l  
be a t  t he  Nor thpo r t  V.A.Hospita1. Arrangements have been 
.made so t h a t  the  res iden t  s t a f f  a t  Hunt ington Hosp i ta l  i s  
appointed by the  Departmeqt o f  Surgery o f  the Medical School. 
I t  i s  presumed t h a t  some teaching o f  s tudents  may be done 
the re  a l s o  p resen t l y .  P i l c j r i m  S ta te  Hosp i ta l  and Centra l  
l s l i p  Hosp i ta l  a re  near Nor thpor t  and Kings Park Hosp i ta l  i s  
about 4 minutes f rom tne  Medical School. These S ta te  Mental 
h o s p i t a l s  may prov ide  an oppor tun i t y  f o r  some teaching and 
for  some f l u i d  source o f  funds f o r  the enhancaemient o f  t he  
e f fec t i veness  of  the Department o f  Surgery.  The Nassau Hos- 
p i t a l  Is n e a r l y  a s  f a r  away as the  Long i s l a n d  Jewish Hosp i ta l ,  
and C.D. expressed some doubt as t o  the  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  e f f e c t i v e  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  e i t h e r  on account o f  t h a t  d is tance.  

We d'iscussed proararns w i t h i n  the Department o f  Surgery. 
METABOLISM - There i s  some 1 i ke l  ihood t h a t  John Kinney may 
be rec rc  i ted  . 
ENDOCRINOLOGY - No s p e c i f i c  i n d i v i d u a l s  were noted. 
BIOMEDICAL E N G I N E E R I N G  - There seems t o  be a s t rong  p o t e n t i a l  
nucleus i n  the  o f f i n g ,  i nc lud ing  Soro f f ,  B i r t w e l l  ( w i t h  an 
appointment i n  the'Department) ,  Sumner Levine, Dennis, and 
conce ivab ly  Harry  LeVeen. 
GASTRO-ENTEROLOGY - H.S.S. t h i n k s  h o p e f u l l y  i n  terms of Mike 
Eisenberg.  
ONCOLOGY - Dennis suggests t h a t  Bernard Gardner be borne i n  
mind. (His  C.V., l i s t  o f  pub l i ca t i ons ,  and recent  Tumor Reg- 
i s t r y  Report a r e  be ing mai led d i r e c t l y  t o  D r .  S o r o f f  from 
D.H.C.) 
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TRAUMA - There v a s  acjreennent fhac t h i s  s h o u l d  pro,>nr- ly  Le 
handled i n  General S u r g e r y  a n 4  Li lac tt-ic. C)rthG?eaic c:Oi'l- 

t r i h u t i o n  should be made b'y' consultation. Gerald S h a f t e n  
was suggested by Dennis as  a poss ib le  candidate.  

PLASTIC - Severai candidates were mentioned, none very- 
s t r o n g l y  a5 ye t .  

VASCULAR -' C . D .  came away w i t h  no names f o r  t h e  m n e n t .  

C A R D I O - T H O R A C I C  - Drs.Wzroy and Dos a r e  a l ready  thcsre 
and Drs. Soro f f  ana Dennis might c o n t r i b u t e  

TRANSi7iAi4TATI3N - D r .  S O ~ O Y ?  i s  I O C I ~ ~ Z ~  f ~ , -  a O F  S ~ P S  

$5000 t o  use a s  a p lanr i ing g ran t  t o  develop t h i s  a c t i v i t y .  
Th i s  has been o f f e r e d  t o  Tony Monaco, b u t  D r .  S .  i s  n o t  
sure t h a t  he w i l l  take i t .  Others who might be considered 
are Paul Russel 1 ? Bunny Barnes, and John Bergan. The p ro -  
gram i s  s t i l l  a year away i n  any case. ( D r .  Lyndoa Lee had 

. t o l d  C . D .  t h a t  the V.A.Hospita1 witl; the  bes t  program i n  
the  m e t r o p o l i t a n  area would ge t  the  nod, a l though no V.A.hospi- 
t a l  w i l l  be c e r t i f i e d  i n  the System as a Transp lan ta t ion  
Center.  He had a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  wish t o  toy w i t h  
such items as open hear t  surgery or t r a n s p l a n t a t i o n  i n  ad- 
vance o f  the  establ ishment  o f  a s t rong  s e r v i c e  i n  general 
surgery .) 

EDUCATION - Strong teachers a r e  e s s e n t i a l .  C.D. u n i n t e n t i o n a l -  
l y  l e f t  o u t  o f  the conversa t ion  the names of George M i l l e r  
and o the rs  who had rcsde the  a r t  o f  teaching i n t o  a career .  
The f i r s t  year w i l l  i nc lude  exposure t o  trauma, w i t h  Dr. S. 
d i r e c t l y  invo lved.  The second year w i  1 1  f i n d  tne  Department 
o f  Surgery h e a v i l y  invo lved i n  systems teaching.  The t h i r d  
year w i l l  i nc lude  8 or  9 weeks of general s u r g i c a l  c l e r k s h i p .  
The f o u r t h  year w i l l  o f f e r  deeper involvement i n  t h e  spec ia l -  
t i e s  on an e l e c t i v e  h s f s .  

BAStS SCIENCES - Surg ica l  involvement i n  the  teaching o f  
anatomy (Gabor lnke and Maynard Dewey) and phys io logy  
( S i d h a r t ) .  Dr. Dos cou ld  a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e .  

T h e r e  was d iscuss ion  o f  D r .  P i t z e l e .  H .S .S .  was concerned 
t h a t  t he re  were t o  da te  o n l y  18 p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  b u t  i t  became 
apparent t h a t  the  l i s t  was t h a t  used i n  o b t a i n i n g  h i s  acp t .  
to NHLl 2 years.ago. A meeting among Drs. P i t z e l e ,  Sorof f ,  
and Dennis w i l l  be s e t  up in. Washington s h o r t l y .  

There was d i scuss ion  o f  H.H.LeVeen and t h e  r o l e  he migh t  
p lay .  Th is  w i l l  be c o g i t a t e d  w i t h  t h e  in fo rmat ion  i n  hand. 

There was d i scuss ion  o f  D r .  Akutsu, and i t  was made c l e a r  



P. 3 
Conversation of Sorcff and Deanis, .lune 15, 1974 

that the intent o f  brin!Jnais name into the discussions was 
simply to note that he is likely to become available. He 
is not essential to consideration o f  performc_ance o f  work 
on circulatory support or an artificial heart. 

We parted with duplicates o f  the C.V.'s of Pitzele, LeVeen, 
and Akutsu with H S S  f o r  cogitation. C.D. w i l l  g e t  ai o p i n -  
ion from Albany about the mechanics of appointment and t h e  
relationship to ultimate retirement income an3 communicate 
when it is available. When H.S .S .  comes to Washington to 
see Lyndon Lee shortly, an effort will h e  made to have a 
conference among him, Pitzele and C.D. 


